
irish theatre players present

BIG MAGGIEJohn B.Keane’s

“A story of money, land and an Irish mother’s tough love” 

Directed by Brian Dennison & Mary Murphy



A word from the new President of the 

Welcome to the Irish Theatre Players production of the much loved John B. Keane play “Big 
Maggie”, directed by Brian Dennison & Mary Murphy.  “A story of money, land and an Irish 
mother’s tough love” “Big Maggie” is an intense look at a strong Irish Matriach in the 1950s who, 
following the death of her husband, makes some very tough decisions to secure the future 
welfare of her family. Brian and Mary do an amazing job directing a young, enthusiastic cast in 
this production, along with a few old familiar Irish Theatre Players faces.

As you may have or may not have heard, our ex-President Fiona Murphy has unfortunately left 
Perth and relocated with her family to Dubai. We know Fiona was sad to leave us, and we were 
very sad to lose her, but a great opportunity awaits her and her family in UAE and myself and 
the rest of the committee would like to take this opportunity to wish them all the very best. I am 
very proud and excited to have taken over as President, and eager to maintain the high 
standard set by Fiona! 

Continuing our new trend of themed, interactive styling at the Irish Theatre Players productions, you are immediately 
welcomed to our small Irish town, circa 1958, and encouraged to visit the local shopkeepers & businesses. At Maggie’s Bar & 
Siopa you’ll find everything you could possibly need - from a box of Lyons Teabags or a creamy pint of Guinness to a new blade 
for your Hacksaw or a tyre for your bike.  At the other end of town, just past the graveyard, you can visit the bakery and sample 
some traditional Soda Bread or Apple Pie, and then take a seat by Maggie’s cosy fireplace and enjoy our old Irish hospitality. 
You’ve come at a good time too! Our Town Fête is currently in full swing - follow the authentic Irish street signs to our outdoor 
area for a chance to win prizes with our fun traditional games thanks to Rory and our team of volunteers. As usual we will be 
running a raffle at the end of the show, where you can win fabulous prizes which have been generously donated by local and 
Irish businesses around Perth – all of whom are a great supporters of the Irish Theatre Players – check out their details on the 
back of this programme. 

I’d like to give a special mention to Mary and Brian for their incredible work on this production, and particularly Mary for her 
additional help with the photography, media and set – on top of an already massive work load – and to Brian for giving us the 
benefit of his architectural and design skills and creating an ingenious set on which Big Maggie plays out for you tonight. 

The Irish Theatre Players are excited to bring you this classic Irish play here at the Irish Club of WA. We thank you for your 
support, and encourage you to visit our new website www.irishtheatreplayers.com.au – thanks to Liam McDonald for his hard 
work in compiling the site. Also, check out our facebook page and get news and information on forthcoming Irish Theatre 
Players productions and auditions. The Irish Theatre Players are always looking for new people – on stage as well as 
Front/Back of House so if you’re that way inclined, don’t hesitate to get in touch, we’d love to hear from you!  

Enjoy the show!

Claire Wynne
President
Irish Theare Players

Directors’ Notes
Failte! Welcome to our production of John B. Keane's "Big Maggie".  We have been lucky enough to spend the last 5 months 
working with an amazing, talented cast and crew in order to bring to life some of the most memorable characters in Irish 
theatre. This modern play shows the darker side of rural Irish life, and the cultural trappings of the evolving family. Would you 
take the hard road to do what's right in raising your family?  We hope you feel the anger, the frustration, the love, and the loss, 
as we transport you back to 1950s rural Ireland.

Brian & Mary

The Irish Club of WA
61 Townshend Road, Subiaco
 

www.irishtheatreplayers.com.au
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denice byrne

Maggie Polpin

Denice hails from the fair 
city of Dublin and, 
following a move to Perth, 
joined the Irish Theatre 
Players in 2007. She has 
been involved in many 
production over the years 
from small roles to bigger 
parts. She was exceptional 
in the role of Monica in 
Jigsaws by Jennifer Rogers 
with other great 
performances in 
Brownbread by Roddy 
Doyle, The Beauty Queen of 
Lennane by Martin 
McDonagh, The Patriot 
Game by Tom Murphy and 
The Broken Jug by John 
Banville. She has also 
directed a few one acts 
plays over the years 
including The Farce of the 
Devils Bridge by Henri 
Gheon in 2010.

She has put her heart and 
soul into the performance 
as Maggie Polpin; a strong 
suppressed woman with 
fervent rigor and an almost 
irrational drive for the 
family she needs to put 
right. She has a huge 
amount of time for her own 
family and we hope she has 
brought this to the stage. 

ria ryan

Katie Polpin

Ria moved to Perth from 
Ireland three years ago and 
works as a School-Based 
Social Care Worker in the 
Armadale area.  She has 
always been interested in 
theatre but has had a break 
from it since her secondary 
school days doing plays and 
musicals.  Having seen the 
auditions for ‘Big Maggie’ on 
Irish Families in Perth’s 
Facebook page, she decided 
to go for it and hasn’t looked 
back. She is expected to do 
great things following her 
Australian debut.

michelle delaney

Gert Polpin

Michelle became interested 
in theatre when she played 
the part of Viola in Twelfth 

fergal benson

Maurice Polpin

This is Fergal's first time to 
take to the stage (not count-
ing his schools production 
of “Scrooged” back in 1996, 
which he is very proud to 
have played Scrooge – 
although his friends did 
think there was an element 
of method acting involved).  
Fergal has always wanted 
to get involved in theatre 
but just never really found 
the time. Having moved to 
Perth 2 years ago he had 
hoped to continue his love of 
surfing but found the 
waters off the coast of WA to 
contain one or two man-eat-
ing sharks lurking just 
under his surf board, so he 
decided he would be safer 
on stage…in front of a 
theatre full of people…"ac-
tually - where’s my 
surfboard?!”

mark tilly

Mick Polpin

Mark Tilly is proud to be 
returning to the Irish 
Theatre Players after a 
year-long hiatus, previously 
performing in productions 
such “The Broken Jug” and 
“Translations”. Mark 
completed his degree in 
English and Cultural Studies 
at the University of Western 
Australia in 2011, starring in 
several University based 
productions such as “The 
Duchess of Malfi”, “The 
Fence in Its Thousandth 
Year”, and “The Changeling”. 
He has also acted in several 
television documentaries 
such as “Australia: The 
Story of Us” and “The War 
That Changed Us”, as well as 
the Cambodian based web 
film “Invisible Worlds”, 
produced by the National 
Film Board Of Canada. He is 
currently studying Journal-
ism at Curtin University and 
is thrilled to be part of the 
brilliant ensemble that is Big 
Maggie. 

Night when in secondary 
school. She turned down an 
opportunity to be an extra 
on the Tudors to follow her 
dream to live in Australia. 
Since arriving Michelle has 
performed in plays with the 
Irish Theatre Players 
including Translations (by 
Brian Friel), The Broken Jug 
(by John Banville) and 
Patriot game (by Tom 
Murphy).
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joseph duggan 

Teddy Heelin

Joseph has been involved in 
amateur film from a young 
age, appearing in a variety 
of short films and plays. He 
got his first taste for acting 
in Dublin when he took part 
in an acting course at the 
Draíocht. Since then he has 
thrown himself into the 
film industry appearing in 
short films such as “The 
Hunting Ground”, “Grid”, 
“The Hotel” and many 
more.  Big Maggie will be 
Joseph’s amateur theatre 
debut. With this he hopes to 
enrich his acting knowl-
edge and skills with inten-
tions to study at WAAPA in 
2016. Joseph comes from a 
diverse background being 
born in Australia and 
growing up in countries 
such as Ireland, England 
and South Africa. When 
Joseph isn’t acting, you 
might see him making your 
coffee as he is a passionate 
barista currently working 
in Perth. 

carmel murphy

Mrs. Madden

A native of Wicklow and a 
veteran of the Hospitality 
Industry in Perth, this is 
Carmel’s stage debut – 
unless you count her role as 
a nun in “Cinderella of the 
Third Kind” in the Domini-
can Convent in Wicklow 
Town many moons ago! 
Carmel’s 3 Children have 
mentioned that playing a 
role of a 50+ cantankerous 
Irish Mammy wouldn’t be 
too much of a stretch for 
her…

roisin nash 

Mary Madden

Roisín originally comes 
from the little village of 
Mountshannon in Ireland, 
but now lives in larger, 

sean haining

Mr. Byrne

Although a late starter into 
acting, Sean also has experi-
ence in light and sound 
operation and design as 
well as writing and direct-
ing a few One Act plays.  
Having been working in the 
background for a couple of 
years, Sean is excited to be 
getting back on stage.  This 
is not Sean’s first experience 
working with Brian Denni-
son (one of our directors) He 
directed Brian in an award 
winning Irish Theatre Play-
ers production of “Stay Carl 
Stay” where Brian plays a 
dog that is having a uncon-
ventional relationship with 
a very needy Female owner.

stan o’neill

Old Man #1

Although Stan only started 
on stage a mere 3 years ago, 
he has had parts in some big 
ITP productions, including 
the reprised “Juno and the 
Paycock” by Sean O’Casey, 
“A Wake in the West” by 
Martin mcDonagh, ‘The 
Patriot Game” by Tom 
Murphy, “The Broken Jug” 
by John Banville and “My 3 
Angels” by Bella & Sam 
Spewack. He loves being 
part of the ITP and is an 
active committee member.  
He was recently the Assis-
tant Director for the 
Winners in a One Act season, 
one part of “Lovers” by Brian 
Friel.

sunnier city of Perth. After 
having spent the majority 
of 2014 living abroad in 
France, she is currently 
finishing her education at 
Mercedes College and hopes 
to go on to study Linguistics. 
Big Maggie is her first 
performance with the Irish 
Theatre Players but she is 
looking to a bright future on 
and off the stage.
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Welcome to the Irish Theatre Players production of the much loved John B. Keane play “Big 
Maggie”, directed by Brian Dennison & Mary Murphy.  “A story of money, land and an Irish 
mother’s tough love” “Big Maggie” is an intense look at a strong Irish Matriach in the 1950s who, 
following the death of her husband, makes some very tough decisions to secure the future 
welfare of her family. Brian and Mary do an amazing job directing a young, enthusiastic cast in 
this production, along with a few old familiar Irish Theatre Players faces.

As you may have or may not have heard, our ex-President Fiona Murphy has unfortunately left 
Perth and relocated with her family to Dubai. We know Fiona was sad to leave us, and we were 
very sad to lose her, but a great opportunity awaits her and her family in UAE and myself and 
the rest of the committee would like to take this opportunity to wish them all the very best. I am 
very proud and excited to have taken over as President, and eager to maintain the high 
standard set by Fiona! 

Continuing our new trend of themed, interactive styling at the Irish Theatre Players productions, you are immediately 
welcomed to our small Irish town, circa 1958, and encouraged to visit the local shopkeepers & businesses. At Maggie’s Bar & 
Siopa you’ll find everything you could possibly need - from a box of Lyons Teabags or a creamy pint of Guinness to a new blade 
for your Hacksaw or a tyre for your bike.  At the other end of town, just past the graveyard, you can visit the bakery and sample 
some traditional Soda Bread or Apple Pie, and then take a seat by Maggie’s cosy fireplace and enjoy our old Irish hospitality. 
You’ve come at a good time too! Our Town Fête is currently in full swing - follow the authentic Irish street signs to our outdoor 
area for a chance to win prizes with our fun traditional games thanks to Rory and our team of volunteers. As usual we will be 
running a raffle at the end of the show, where you can win fabulous prizes which have been generously donated by local and 
Irish businesses around Perth – all of whom are a great supporters of the Irish Theatre Players – check out their details on the 
back of this programme. 

I’d like to give a special mention to Mary and Brian for their incredible work on this production, and particularly Mary for her 
additional help with the photography, media and set – on top of an already massive work load – and to Brian for giving us the 
benefit of his architectural and design skills and creating an ingenious set on which Big Maggie plays out for you tonight. 

The Irish Theatre Players are excited to bring you this classic Irish play here at the Irish Club of WA. We thank you for your 
support, and encourage you to visit our new website www.irishtheatreplayers.com.au – thanks to Liam McDonald for his hard 
work in compiling the site. Also, check out our facebook page and get news and information on forthcoming Irish Theatre 
Players productions and auditions. The Irish Theatre Players are always looking for new people – on stage as well as 
Front/Back of House so if you’re that way inclined, don’t hesitate to get in touch, we’d love to hear from you!  

Enjoy the show!

Claire Wynne
President
Irish Theare Players

Directors’ Notes
Failte! Welcome to our production of John B. Keane's "Big Maggie".  We have been lucky enough to spend the last 5 months 
working with an amazing, talented cast and crew in order to bring to life some of the most memorable characters in Irish 
theatre. This modern play shows the darker side of rural Irish life, and the cultural trappings of the evolving family. Would you 
take the hard road to do what's right in raising your family?  We hope you feel the anger, the frustration, the love, and the loss, 
as we transport you back to 1950s rural Ireland.

Brian & Mary

joe purcell

Old Man #2

Probably considered a 
veteran of the amateur 
stage by now, Joe Purcell 
got immediately involved 
with 'Am-Dram' upon arriv-
ing in Perth almost 27 years 
ago. His experience with 
the Blarney Castle players 
led to his participation in 
all three of O'Casey's trage-
dies and some other more 
lighthearted Irish 
playwrights. With the ITP 
group he has enjoyed 
acting in both Irish and 
non-Irish drama, his favou-
rite non-Irish role being 
that of the 'mad' doctor in 
"Arsenic and Old Lace". 
Back in Dublin Joe's stage 
debut was as the old man in 
"Big Maggie". They had to 
'age' him and grey his hair 
then. Obviously there is no 
need for such cosmetics 
now.

holly emerson

Stage Manager

Holly has had a love of 
theatre her entire life. She 
got his first taste for acting 
in primary school and 
couldn’t get enough - 
proclaimed as the ultimate 
‘drama queen’. Arriving in 
Australia at fourteen Holly 
was eager to get involved 
with a theatre group and 
quickly found the Irish 
Theatre Players. She 
performed with the Irish 
Theatre Players in both 
“Translations” by Brian Friel 
and a lead role in the One 
Acts. At the beginning of this 
year she became an Irish 
Theatre Players committee 
member and is now involv-
ing herself more behind the 
scenes. The Irish Theatre 
Players feeds her love of 
theatre and gives her a little 
slice of home. Recently grad-
uating from The University 
of Western Australia with a 
Bachelor of Arts Holly is 
pursuing a career in media. 

aileen chew

Stage Manager

Aileen has been active in the 
student and amateur 
theatre scene since 2012 
back in her hometown of 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
She has participated in 
Short + Sweet Theatre, 
Dance, and Musical Theatre 
at the Kuala Lumpur 
Performing Arts Centre. In 
April 2014 she was ensem-
ble in “The Rising Son” 1945 
which won Audience Choice 
Awards for Best Musical at 
the recent Boh Cameronian 
Arts Awards. Big Maggie is 
her first (but not last!) 
theatre endeavor since 
moving to Perth.

claire wynne

Head of Costuming

liz quigley

Wardrobe Assistant

As well as being the new 
President of the Irish 
Theatre Players, Claire is 
our Head of Costuming and 
is responsible for the 
era-specific clothing & 
styling you see on stage 
tonight. A former Fashion & 
Textile Design student, 
Claire loves nothing better 
than a good rummage in an 
op shop for treasures from a 
by-gone era. Having cut her 
teeth on Noel O’Neill’s “Big 
Casino” with the Irish 
Theatre Players last 
November, Claire has 
officially caught the bug! 
With the help of committee 
member Rory Buckley, 
Claire has also created the 
welcoming Irish village 
themed setting here at the 
Irish Club Theatre. 

A native of Greater 
Manchester, Liz was a 
member of Octagon Youth 
Theatre in Bolton 500 years 
ago, or so it seems. 
Currently managing to 
work full time and study 
Creative Writing at Curtin, 
Liz decided to volunteer her 
“spare time” to help with 
costumes and back of house 
– and “Jolly good fun it is 
too” apparently!
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brian dennison

Director

Brian started into theatre in 
the late 90's working behind 
the scenes and on stage. He 
directs plays like “The 
Producers”, by Mel Brooks, 
and has performed in works 
by Christopher Durang 
(Beyond Therapy), David 
Hare (The Blue Room) and 
Franz Kafka (The Warden of 
the Tomb). He has written a 
number of play and his full 
length play, “The Con and 
the Constable”, has had two 
successful runs; in Dublin, 
with the D.I.T. Alumni 
Drama Group, and in his 
home town with the Abbey-
feale Drama Group.  He 
debuted in Australia with 
Peter Shaffer’s “Amadeus”, 
has a hugely successful run 
as the lead in local 
playwright Daniel 
Kershaw's “Love is a Noun”, 
and won Best Supporting 
Actor at the State One Act 
Festival in Peter Tolin’s 
“Stay Carl Stay”, playing a 
talking dog. Talking dogs 
are now his specialty but 
after recently singing in 
Avenue Q, he has proven 
that there is room for more 
than one Muppet on stage. 
He enjoys a challenge of 
modern playwrights partic-
ularly when it comes to dark 
comedy, farce and 
absurd-ism.

john spurling

Lighting & Sound

John is the technical guy. 
After a short stint on stage 
he’s decided it’s safer in the 
bio box where he has 
invaluably assisted with 
many Irish Theatre Players 
productions over the last 15 
years. 

joe grace

Set Builder

Joe Grace hails from 
Graignamanagh, Co. Kilken-
ny and has been living in 
Perth for 4 years. He has a 
background in music, 
having played in the US, 
mainland Europe and some 

paddy ryan

Set Builder

Paddy is the proud father of 
3 adult children and even 
prouder Grandfather to 
"the best thing to happen to 
me in years" - Cora Mary 
Johnston.  Semi retired 
from construction, Paddy 
has brought his invaluable 
skills to help us build our 
fabulous set and style the 
Front of House for this 
production. An active Irish 
Theatre Players Committee 
Member,  Paddy is passion-
ate about the arts - Amateur 
Dramatics, Literature, 
History and all kinds of live 
music - and don't start him 
talking about sport, specifi-
cally hurling and football, 
you have been warned!

mary murphy

Director

Mary currently works at 
UWA as a GIS spatial 
analyst, researcher, and 
teacher. She has been 
involved in amateur 
theatre from a young age, 
appearing in an abundance 
of plays, musicals and 
variety shows, playing 
everything from Rizzo to 
Glenda. In Ireland, she stud-
ied French theatre and 
cinema, and was a member 
of the Kilcumney Players in 
Kilkenny where performed 
as Pegeen Mike in "The Play-
boy of the Western World", 
Arte O'Neil in "The Shaugh-
raun" and Sally in “All in 
Favour Said "No!"”. to name 
a few.  In Perth, she is 
currently a member of both 
the Irish Theatre Players 
(for which she is the new 
Artistic Director) and The 
Garrick Theatre. She recent-
ly played Lady Clare 
Marten in The Garrick's 
highly successful produc-
tion of "Miranda". For the 
ITP, she has appeared in the 
'The Patriot Game" and the 
equally successful "The 
Eternal Triangle" as Mary 
Cummins, a role which 
scored her the best actress 
award at the 2013 ITA 
Dramafest, the annual state 
drama festival.

of the biggest stages in 
Ireland, including the 
main stage for the Rose 
of Tralee, the once O2 
Arena, the Olympia, and 
The Helix, to name a few. 
An electrician by trade, 
he works in Perth for 
OneFire Group. Joe has 
been invaluable for 
sound, lighting, and set 
construction for the ITP 
on this and other produc-
tions.
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fiona murphy

Past President

Thank You & Good Luck!
We would like to say a special “Thank You” to our immediate Past-President Fiona Murphy 
who has recently moved with her family back to Ireland and subsequently on to Dubai. 

Fiona took over as President of the Irish Theatre Players at a difficult time a couple of years 
back and showed great dedication in slowly working through some issues and managed to 
re-establish the Theatre Players on a very firm footing.  She not only effectively dealt with all 
the difficulties that arose - she went further and took the Irish Theatre Players into new and 
innovative areas with her collaborative leadership style. Fiona showed clever innovation in 
establishing a high standard for Front of House displays of all the subsequent plays to the 
extent that Irish Theatre Players were recognised recently by the “Independent Theatre 
Association”, winning the award in this area. 

Fiona was also an accomplished actor with the Irish Theatre Players, having appeared in 
“The Bridal Bed”: and “A Wake in the West” in the past. She is very well respected by all of 
the Committee for her generous giving of her scarce time while she carried on a busy legal 
career and then having her first baby, MJ, with husband and fellow Cork native, Mick. The 
Committee will always remember the meeting she chaired from her hospital bed, over the 
phone, while medical staff fussed around her preparing for the baby’s imminent birth!

Fiona will be fondly remembered by all of the Irish Theatre Players and we all wish her well 
in her new ventures.

Claire & Committee

The Irish Club of WA
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